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Some ACCOUNT of the VICARS CAIRN, in the County of 
ARMAGH i communicated to the COMMITTEE of ANTI- 
QJJITIES in two LETTERS, one from Dr. BROWNE, 
Senior Fellow of Trinity College^ Dublin; the other from the 
Rev. JOHN YOUNG, Curate 3/^ MULLABRACK. 



X-/R. BROWNE, in his letter, dated the 19th day of December, r^^j p^^^ 
1799, fays, That notwithftanding all that has been written, (by ^'» ^799» 
very learned men,) of the Ogham charader, and fome modern tef- 
timonies refpeding its exiftence, he was extremely incredulous as 
to any monuments being adually extant on which it could be 
found, and difpofed to ihink that literary enthufiafm had mif- 
taken natural furrows on the ftone for engraved charaders. 
But that having fatisfied himfelf that he was in error, he thought 
it a duty to the Academy, to mention a monument of the kind 
which had come under his obfervation. Being at Armagh in the 
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year 1797, the Lord Primate,* fond of every fpecies of litera- 
ture and not unacquainted with any, told him it was generally 
faid, that on a high hill, about three miles from the town, an 
Ogham infcription was to be found. Dr. Browne rode up to the 
top of this hill and found on its fummit a fmall conical mount 
or rather heap of fmall ftones, furrounded by a regular circle- 
of large ones upright and about two feet and an half high. 
The country people immediately direded him to one of thofe 
ftones on which they faid the inlcription was; the day being 
very w^indy and the ftone low, he was forced to lie down on 
his fide to copy it, which he did as well as he w^as able. At 
firft view he fays he was not fure that the indentures in the 
ftone were not natural, but on obferving them carefully and 
their regularity, and comparing them with the natural impref- 
fions which were irregularly indented in the other ftones and 
on fome part of this, he convinced himfelf beyond a doubt, 
that they were artificial, and this is ftrongly confirmed by the- 
tradition of the country. 

Dr. Browne was again at Armagh in September 1799, and again 
vifited the Vicars Cairn with a friend. Not inftantly recolled- 
ing the particular ftone, he afked a peafant who was pafting with 
a load of turf not far off, if he knew the ftone upon 
which, letters were faid to be written; he immediately aflked, if 
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it was the written ftone that was fought ? and ihewed it to him with- 
out hefitation, adding, however, at the fame time, that he did not 
believe the marks reprefented letters. On this Dr. Browne took 
the opinion of his friend in confirmation of his own, and they 
both agreed, without the fmalleft doubt^ that the charaders or 
lines were artificial, and indented by Tome fharp inftrument. 
He then with a rule and pair of compaffes took a copy of them, 
with which be does not trouble the Academy, as he has fince 
feen, a more accurate one taken by the Rev. Mr. Young. In 
going round the hill marks were perceived of what appeared 
the mouth or entrance of a cave, of which they endeavoured 
to. clear the entrance, but found it much beyond their ability ^ 
yet they obferved enough to in^prefs them with a ftrong per- 
fuafion, that the hillock is excavated, the entrance being very 
like that at New Grange. Another refemblance is in the fur- 
rounding circle of upright ftones ; which, (together with the want 
of a ditch or fofs,) always diftinguiflies fuch tumuli, though they 
are by Dr. T. Molyneux, called Danifli mounts, from the forts and 
mounts ufually called raths*, which word alfo, as he conceives, 
means a place of judgment. On their return to the written ftone, 
by taking up the earth, they difcovered more indented lines towards 
the bottom of its interior face, longer than any they had feen ; 
but during their abfence, the peafant, had, ftolen their ruler, 

which 
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which happened to be of ivory, and prevented further copy- 
ing of thefc curious marks. Dr. Browne obferves, that he could 
not fatisfadorily trace any tranfverfe horizontal line, croffing the 
others, fuch as is ufually delineated in the Collcdanea and elfe- 
where; he thought he could in feme places obferve fuch a line, 
but could not venture to be pofitivc. 

There is, he fays, within feven miles of Dublin, a circular range 
of ftones, with a ftonc elbow-feat in the middle of them, evidently 
the place of the judge; it crowns the top of a hillock, and 
nothing can more evidently fpeak its purpofe than its appear- 
ance. It as on the defcent of the Dalkcy hills, yet though fo 
near, little known and feldom vifited. The inhabitants of Ire- 
land, he obferves, feem in general not fufficiently attentive to 
the antiquities fo thickly difFufcd through the kingdom. 



Mr. young, in his account, dated Odober 14th 1799, fays, 
The immenfe heap of ftones, called the Vicars Cairn, lies to the 
foutb-^eaft, and at the diftance of four miles from Armagh, in the 
pariih of Mullabrack, feems to be much diminilhed frbm its ori- 
ginal fize. During the memory of the oldeft men in the neigh- 
bourhood, it has been ufed as the public quarry for the repair of 
roads ^ yet whatever the objedi of the firft builders was, feems 

now 
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now to be entirely unknown, but from its extent it muft have 
been a work of confiderable labour, time and expenfe. — The area 
is circular, forty-four yards in diameter. In the amafling of this 
heap, there has not been obferved any kind of regularity, except 
in the ftones of the circumference, thefe (from the prefent remains) 
feem lo have been placed clofe to each other, in order to contain 
the fmaller ftones of which the Cairn is compofed. Thofe that 
remain perfed are one yard each above the furface of the ground, 
and fuppofed to be as much below it; they muft have been 
all (when firft placed there) equal, or as nearly fo, as ftones 
in their natural ftate could be procured. — ^The moft perfed 
ftone A, which is that bearing the Ogham charaders, of which 
a drawing is given, ftands declined in an angle of twenty-five de- 
grees from the perpendicular; this declination was intended the 
better to contain the fmaller ftones. — After the firft external row, 
all regularity was laid afide, the ftones were thrown together pro- 
mifcuoufly and of different fizes ; they feem to be in general the 
common ftones colleded off the fields. Perhaps the delineation of 
the Ogham charaders, with fome circumftances, which have lately 
appeared, relative to the infide of this mafs, may affift the anti- 
quary in his refearch, and enable him to know, at this very re- 
mote period, in fome degree, what the intention of the original 
builders had been. 

In the year 1785, John MKUarrol, proprietor of the ground on 
which the Cairn ftands, having penetrated the weft-fide farther 

than 
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Ihan it had been opened before, (in fearch of large ftones in order 
to build a lime-kiln) came on a door-cafe ; it appeared perfedly 
found, but when touched fell into duft ; it had been fupported 
there by the ftones piled up on either fide. The hopes of being 
rewarded by fome hidden treafure (which is the general belief of 
the country) induced him to remove more ftones than he had at 
firft intended ; he at length came on a wall fituated eaft and weft 
on either fide of the door-cafe; the ftones were placed together 
without any kind of cement, and feemed to have been regularly 
prepared for the building. — After labouring for feveral days, and 
having traced the wall for ten feet, but without meeting with any 
thing to reward his trouble, he left off the work*— Since that time 
the infide of this heap has remained unexplored. — It is held in 
great veneration by many of thofe who live near it, who account 
it impious to carry off any of the ftones. — If it ever was frequented 
by any religious fed^ on any particular day, for the purpofes of 
worfliip,' the record of it is totally loft. — The very zealous Roman 
Catholics never pafs or repafs without bringing a ftone and throw- 
ing it on the Cairn to add to the common heap. — They tell many 
ftories of the misfortunes that have happened to thofe who were 
daring enough to remove any of the ftones of this facred pile 5 
and what tends to confirm them in thefe fancies is, that fome men 
living near the place, having ventured to ufe thefe ftones for the 
common purpofe of building, have fince that time been vifited by 

different 
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different difeafes, which they look upon as the juft confequence of 
their impiety. 

The ground on which this Cairn ftands is much higher than any 
other part of the country within many miles of it. From this 
very elevated fituation, on a fine day, the fpedator is gratified 
with a diftind view of feven different counties, viz. Armagh, 
Monaghan, Tyrone, Antrim, Derry, Down, and Louth, and many 
lakes of different fizes, adding much to the beauty of the fcene* 
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